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At the Verdun front. In the foreground, left to right—Gen.
Mangin, Gen. Nivelle, President Poincare, Gen. Duparge.

well to hia troops at Verdun

on December 14 to take up
his post as commandar in chlef of the
armiss of France he carried with him
in the estimation of the men who had
fought for months under his ordera
another title—ths Victor of Verdun. It
was Nivells who had definitely check-
mated the Crown Prince and set at
naught the tremendous efforta made
by the Kalser's son to force the fort-
ress line,

After the striking victory of Decem-
ber 15, when the line held by the troops
of the republic was pushed forward
practically to whers it was when the
German drive was launched In Feb-
ruary laat, the new chief of the French
armies thus spoks to nis staff:

‘“The test is conclusive; our method
has proved sound. Once more has the
Recond Army asserted in the highest
degree its moral and material ascen-
dency over the enemy."

What was thia method of which the
resulta bespeak so highly the military
wvalue? The answer Is found in the
official and semi-officinl reporta of the
different phases of the French offen-
sive at Verdun which, starting toward
the end of October, has yust been termi-
nated In decialve victery. The mill-
tary operations which, from October
34 10 November 2, at firat by a stroke
of incredible fury and swiftness, later
by slow, methodleal progrossion, re-
stored to the French the barrier forta
of Verdun, ending the elght montha
strugglo by full success, have all the
proportions and the harmony of a
work of art,

This mighty blow which resulted In
the recapture of the forts of Douau-
mont and Vaux is regarded !In French
eyes ns pecond only to the battle of
the Marne, which broke the German
invading leglons in the full flush of
victory.

The dispositions ordered by Gen. Nl-
velle, when he became commander of
the Second Army with orders to break
down the German offensive, could not
be better [liustrated than by the re-
sults of the drive undertaken against
Douaumont Fort. Thres divisiona took
part in the attack. For days the French
art!llary had been pounding the Ger-
man poaltions, until ths chief com-
mander belleved that the period of
preparation had accomplished its pur-
Then he gave his ordera to the
infantry eommanders,

Divislon, regiment, battalion, com-
pany, each had a certain, definite pur-
posa to achieve. The general (nfantry
atinck wias fixed for October 34 at 11:40
in the forenocon. Two distinet objec-
tives were set for ‘each division. They
wers to be reached at a fixed time, Ac-
cording to the instructions the men
wers to advance at a certain epeed, the
curtain fire of the big guns keeping
pace with this advance, always fust
forty or fifty yards ahead of the waves,

Wihen the morning of October 24
downed thick fog wan settling over the
Verdun front. The aviators were forced
to stay in thelr sheds. Tt was acarcely
possihie 1o maka use of the artillery
ohservation posts, At the hour for the
atinck the aMeera in charge of the va-
riond mections of this army got out
thelr compusses, for they knew that
they would have to lead thelr men to
nttack Just as the captain of a
linnr pllots his way through a fog at
B0,

Precisoly at 11:40 o'clock ths gun-
ners opened up the barrage fire and
attacking waves were launched,
Veeling  thelr way over the shell
ploughed ground, up to their hips In
mud, the pollus kept at thelp task
wnd nlways, In spite ofl the fogx, tha
cnrtain of fire that was to protect
them from the Gorman guns and
emosh down resistance, wnaa thare
fust furty or fifty yards ahead, ad-
vaancing just as the men advanced,
et the orders of Nivelle had instructed
themn to Ao,

It was this extraordinary coordina-
tlon of men and guns that awept the
Crawn Prince's army back to whers
the fermans stond when thelr drive

was begun.

Diuring the month of September and
In the first days of October It seemed
an i thoe buttle of Verdun was over.
It no longer held first place in the
cosnmuniques,  For the readers of the
Pariy newspapers the urmy at Verdun

Wma-ummmmm-

pone,

the

the

hod fultiled  (ts mission by having
ekl bk the invader, retalnlng on
that feont sn binmense number of

tlerman troops whiln the Allles were
curtyitg out thelr plan for a general
oftenslve tn Ruesia, In taly, oa the
nomme. ok - R ey

Not so for the Fronch General
Staff. The high French eommanders
knew that the German menace at
Verdun was still strong,

On July 21 the Crown Prinocs, ha-
ranguing his troops, sald: “"Now that
the Allies have begun their great offen-
sive on the Bomme, the French figure
that we will have to releass our grip
on Verdun. They will find that they
are decelving themselves.™

Gen, Nivells realized this during the
months in which he was fighting under
Gen. Petain at Verdun, He Knew nl]]

|

along that only by a strong general
offensive on the Verdun front [tself
could the Germans be driven back. He
abandoned the method which had given
local victories to the French on both
sldes of the Meuss In favor of a series |
of coordinated operations covering the |
entire front on the eastern bank of the |
river.

Learning through his intelligence
officera that the Crown Prince had
twenty-one battalions in the first line,
seven Iin support and ten in reserve
on the Douvaumont-Vaux front, Gen.
Nivelle decided to employ against thll[
force only three divisions. He sent
these divisions behind the lnes for a
rest. The instructions he gave to his
subordinate commanders were detalied
to the minutest degree. A plan of
Douaumont Fort was drawn =0 aceu- |
rately that when the troopa finally en-
tered the fort each man took automat!-
cally the position which had been as.
signed to him in Nivelle's schieme, |

“Twenty-seven months of war"”
wrote Gen. Nivelle on October 17,
“oight months of fighting at Verdun, |
have afMirmed and confirm every d-nyi
the superiority of the French soldler
over the German soldler, Artiliery ot |
exceptional power will master the en-
emy artilery and open the romd for
the attack. The preparation In every
detal] |s perfect, aa perfoct as possible.”

In his final instructions to the divis-
fon commanders Gen. Nivelle lnld down
the exact lines representing the firat
and second objectives of the operation |
to be carried out on October 24. He |
ordered o rest of & certaln number of
minutes between the arrival at the firs
objective and the departure for the
second, this period to he occupled In
consolidating the ground won.

Inste | of mrranging for signals to
Teport e progress of the troops, their
advance wan regwlated by the clock
The Instructions for the guidance of
troops on thelr arrival at their primary
or secondary objective were such that
thers was not the slightest delay in
consolldating the positions, none of the
uncertainty which often enables an
enemy to deliver a successful counter |
attack at the very moment the attack-
ers are celebrating their victory,

Promptly at 11:40 the three dai-
visions formed In line and started for
thelr objectives: the Guyot de Ballna
Division reenforced by the Eleventh In-
fantry Regiment, from the Haudro-
mont quarry to Douaumont fort, which
it was instructed to occupy: the Pua.
raga Division, from the southeast and
northeast angles of Douaumont fort
to the Fontaines ravine; finally the
Lardemelle Division, resnforced by ths
Thirtieth Infantry, bhetween Fumin
wood and Horgne Valley, In front of
Vaux fort

Gen. Guyot de Balina in his order of
the day sald:

*To the Diviston, celebrated
already by its brilliant exploits on the
Yeer, at hill 304, at Vaux-Chapitre, at
Fleury, falls the high honor of recap-
turing Dounumont fort, Zouaves,
Moroecans, sharpshooters, Benegnlese |
will vie In wvalor to Inseribe a fresh
victory on thelr glorious banners.'

And Oen. Passaga, stimulating his
troops by an appeal to thelr splirit of
emulation, lssued this order:

“On our left will he fighting the
Rivision, already renowned;
composed of Zouaves, Moroccans and
Algerians, It 18 golng to dispute the
honor of capturing Dousumont fort.
Comraden, et us reilize that they can
depend on us to assist them, to open
the gate, to share their glory.”

Thick fog covered the valleys of tho
Mecuse and the series of helghts as the
troops left their lines, The ofecors
marched compass In hand, without
haste, In order, over the muddy, shell
torn ground where care hoad to bhe
taken not to slip Into . Morass or n
hole, Avintors fying very low over the
advancing Infantry wiere sble to keep
the commanders informed of the prog-
ress of the varlous  erganizations,
Telephone service was kept up with
the general headguarters of the Ver-
dun front, Thus Gen, Mungin wis ahle
to follow step by step the movemoents
of the groat attack, of which ha was
In immedinte charge, As the minutes
passed ho learned thut the frst ob-
jective had been reached, that the
French losses were insignificant, that
the Germans weps surrendering, that
the position was belng organlzed, that
ull wan ready for a further advance,
that the troops were off agaln,

About 2:30 In the afternpvon the
wind swept aside the clouds, the fog
lifted, and from the observation posts
the watchers could see In the clear
alr the French troops climbing up the
glepes to Dounumont, which they
reached at 3 o'clogk, The first ob-
Jective wax won,

Along the entire front messagen of
victory were gent huek. Haudronont,
the Dmne and Couleusrs  ravines,
Thiaumont, the villuge of Dovaumont,
the Caillette wood, the Fausse-Cors
ravina, Fumin wood, the Damloup bal-
tery, all the positlons ko hotly fought
for thronghout elght months, soenes of
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Tremendous destructive power of modern artillery shown at Fort de Vaux, Verdun. Front of wall blasted away by shell ﬁn'.-.lI

leaving casemates exposed. Sandbags have been piled up to close the yawning openings in a measure.

a hundred battles, covered with French
and German blood, famous forever ns
the resting place of thousands
heroes, fell Into the hands of
French af a single astroke,

Gen, Petaln, General in chief of the |

armies of Verdun, with Gen. Nivelle
and Gere Mangin, his subordinates,
was at the jatter's headquarters fol-
lowing every detail of the glgantic war
move conceived by them.

The assault of the chasseurs-a-pled

up the slopes of Calllette wood In typl- | quarries, not fur from the French ad- #on
cal of the way in which the offensive |
In his report of this

was carried out.
phase of this action one of the oMcers,

ment of his men, writea:

of |
the |

road to Vaux fort The operations
carried out on the Vaux sector form
v upecial chapter In this story of the
battle of Verdun., They will ba deall
with Inter. The Lardemelle division
wias engaged also in the fighting In
the secmor from Haudromont
Fausse-Lote ravine, the Dourumont
fort being the centra of the ohjective,

fm the extremas loft wing of the ad-
viines wis the Eleventh Tegiment,
whise ohjective was the Haudromont

vanced lins but organized ps o pow-
erful defenee work, flanked by hlock-

{houges and Intrenchments, The French
flled with French pride In the achleves- |

troopa fought a terrifla battle with

| hand grenades In the interlor of the | ™
“It Is 11:40, the hour =et for the at- Il great quarry. Immedintely after thin| ';-_"“l

tack. The chasseurs are standing in | position was occupled the Germans

Iine, bayonets fixed,
hin cane.
apeeda on, followed swiftly by the oth-
ors. The sight 1s magniflieent; covered
with mud, the color of that
Franee which they are defending
striving to wrest from the enemy, the
chassours, enlm and determined, are
superb. What will they find helind that
erest? How many hidden mitraillouses
will sudilenly shriek and mow down the
attackers? Under what dendly hall of
bl shells must they soon stund? No
mitter, They murch as if on parade,
“The ground s AMcult o traverse;
it Is Nko n stormy son suddenly trans-
formed into solld substance, mud, ex-
ploded shells, corpses.  Men wink to
thelr armpits In the mud. Thelr com-
rides pull them ont, The enemy’'s bar-
mge fire begins, Too late, The wiyes
press on.  Shells fall and burst behidd

them. Bullots whistle aut of some
whelters or hoyaux which onr guns
have not renchod, The *trench swoops
ors” dash to the danger point, A fow

hurled and the
nands with cries

hand gronades deftly
Bowhes throw up their
of ‘Kamernd!*
“Thunderstruck at our
pearance, unnerved by the frightful
bombardment, they hand over elgar-
ettes, clgars, tin eups, holmoets, to thelr
gunrdinns, They have only one thought

sudden np-

1o get ont qulekly from that hell
Verdun's back there” mnys o pollu
“You'll get thera now.'

“The advines  goes on slowly,
methodienlly., 'The harrege sholls of
our The, dropping o seore of yards

hafore us, restrain the aed o
patient. The smoke i

Is thick, we hoave (o guide oursclyes
by the compass, We reach ezl ra-
vine, wa clean ont the Boerlin trench,
prisoners flow In The cliussenrs
choer nx ench group (s passsd back

of tha me

vs, The Tog

Al 12:80 we reach the rallway. At
12:38 the wiaves of attnclk sre al the

top of the northern erest of the Favine
The ebjective ts reached. The signal
Ix  went  hack: ‘Ofjsctive  chasweurs
renchodl’ A wild ery of victory surges
above the mar of the gyne ™

The Lardermolls Iuvicion eneoun e i)
furinys resistance In Fomin woesd sl
in the Metde Depot, b fortifled radoubt
occupled by a bnttalion coverine the

Capt, D—— ral4es | lnynched n
Tho firat wave is launched, | which hrake down.

heavy counter atinck,

The shurpshoaters and Zounves of
the Guyot de Halins Division had as

woll Of 4 helr first objeetive the Dame ravine
|

In the Nawe wood, and the Couleuvre
ravine as thelr second. The ndvince
resembled peace manceuvres. The thine
table was followed exactly, the pro-
grimme enrried out to the Inst detatl,
and nt 2 eo'clock the pollus were In
their places organizing the ground
won,  They swept everything before
them, leaping  over  trencheos  and
bursting  through fortitled redoubts,
remdy to turn bk to verify the thor-
oughness with which they hid cleared
out the Germans or deal with uny of
the enemy troops left behind

Cine German gun company fell back
slowly, stopplng every 110ty yards to
riin ghells on thelr pursuers,
prenade throwers manosed to outfliink

Lthe Germans sl attacked them from
batl: shdes MU the ermans were
Killed,  'The gunner's left wrist was
handenfMed to the gum

An offlcer, with a fraction of his
company, advaneml beyond the Bras

rosil wnd came upon four 4 inch guns
and an 5 ineh mortar embedided in the
mid, Not being sable o utilize them,
he Blew them op with hand grenades,
whiech he thrust into thelr mugzleas,
The mixed rogiment, Zouaves ani
Morocean shurpshooters, coarried at o
botind the defensive orguanizations of
the crest stretehing from Thinumont
1o the village of Douaumont. Having
the task of reaching two guceessve ahe-
fnctives which seemed to offor simiiar
dittienities, the Colunel decided Lo econ-
il eaeh toon hattallon, giving the first

olijeetive o the Morocoans and the
sevond to the Zouave battallon. Tn
=pite of the diMculties presented by

the wet, sinty sround, torn 1o pleces
hy the bwmbyrdment of the preceding
duys, these troops dashed without «
stop through the enemy's barrage fies
and within a fow minutes reached and
pasaied thie Rest Glorman trenches, Af-
r oecupying thoe Thiaumont work
the sharpshooters reaehod Thinomaent
furm. As they wern organjaing this
position they were Jolned Ly the Zou-
aves, who then advanced  apalnst
Dounumont yilluge und installed thom-

tn thoe |

French |

selves beyond It northwestern edige
It was 2:45 In the aflternnon,  Thes
troops ton had earried out the amazing
| plan without & hiteh, Thinum
Douaumont, conquered by the inviders
At such an enormous in live
were tuken back from them In 4 few
houra

| Douauymont Fort was yet to he won
| High up over the fisld of battle, of
which it was the centro, the fort was
| the choles morsel, the king of the horl-
Fremeh troops had advanced be-
| ¥ond it an the left. What waa hap-
pening on its right?

Oin the right of the Guyot ds Bnlins
division was the Pnassaga division
{ which, advancing beyond the famous
| ravine, through swhich passes the

..-unjuux rallrond, had to reach as
| s Ard ohiectlva the southern border
tof the Callletts wood, the Fausse-Cote
| battery, and on the southern side of the
Bazil ravine the porthern and eastern

slopes of the Yaux-Chapitre crest
GCiermans hid oceaplesd |n

cost

whirh the

Soptomber and formed & salieit inth
| Frineh lines,

This fret objective represented o
Ereal advoance, and in fact the Pase
P saen divigiom had the longest road to
| Mureaver, on

| travel ln its 1ask. fac-
count of the existence of the sadlent
the troops wore arranged on eguer
i the trenches,  The depoartoure Stself
Wik i M uit manomvee. 1t hal 1o e
acomplished without confuston, amd (i
VUrlous gt of the hatrnlivey hiad 1o
Keep ot o cortain fxed distance apart
To this was adibed the difteultioas due
|t the fog at the manauvre was
carriol out without hesitition,

| The advanes to the second objsctive
!\nn.- designed 1o bring tho troops toa (e
[ tower ut the sast of Fort
|t the

Paotimnt
northern nmd spstern
the Fausse-Cote ravie
of the Vg pand curved
slightly ta the right, fillow ing  the
shape of the ravine jthe!l

The berlgade on the
s division war commanided by Gen

Yopirs ol
ek 1o e wiest
The line wis

af Lhe action, “The
men g boundless '
Vielus evening
ol

enthuglasm of (e
Lo wreote the pro.
His plivee wins tnkion by
Hutln, one of the leadors in the
vivtorious campaign In the Cameroons
His men b to eross the slippery orest
of Fleury, They crossed (0 without
slop gnd reached thetr et abivet v,
sWweeplng wside all resistance,

After the breathing st allotted 1o
them in the geneml ordors the trodfis
resumed theirmdvance,  he fog, wiieh
hadd been of real help in enabling them
to rench the rallrowd without being {he
targets for o barrage flre of e
mians, began to Jift the

tirr-

nnd N

canght glimpses of Donsumont  Fort
through the hnze,  The sleht Inspioed
them (o & furiows assaull,  Thes

troope were, however, not to have the
honor of taking the fort tself, Tholr
task was o melzo the baltery enst of

the 1ower, whivh was ®an o The
hands aof the French,
"I wan an Inapiving apectacie,t wyy

the usnally dry oficinl report of ope of

1fE of the 1hs-|

Ancelln, who was Killed at the opening |

ORY AT VERDUN A MARVEL OF COORDINATI

Thrilling Story of How the Crown *

Prince's Costly Work of Months
Was Nullified by One Stroke—
Work of Each Regiment anEpic

stood a tall negro waving a flag tied to
the end of his rifte, while another,
standing on the crest bohind, sounded
the charge with all the strength of |
his lungs.”

If thesa were the impressions of the
soldlers charged with the task of cap-
turing the poaitions ta the left and |
right of Douaumont fort, what must |
have been those of the men whose high
sk It was to assauit this punt:.m:
which the Crown Prince had thought
impregnable? All through the time of
preparation of the Verdun offensive |
the |dea of Douaumont fort wns -
permost in the minds of the French
soldiers, It had become a legend, a |
religion. |

The conquest of the fort was ro-'l
served for three battallons of the
colonial regiment of Morocco, cited)
twice In the orders of Ahe army for )
its Nine conduct |n the battles of Dix- |
mude and Fleury. At the outset of the |
attack the regiment met with an un-
expected reslstance. The first French |
line was pounded by German heavy
guns and Petain’s troops had to evacn-
ate the position, German troops under
cover of the fog succeeded in pene-
trating the French lines. Defors the
| advance could be undertaken these

troops had to he driven out. |

This part of thelr task nccompllshed,
Modat's battallon wiae launched agalnst
| the fort, Having reached s first ob.
‘ective It organiged the ground while
Croll's battallon passed In its chares
and took up a positlon abend, Its in-
structions were to encircie the fort
right and left, The third battalion
Nicolny's, had the duty of churgine
against the forr itself, 1o enter and
drive out the garrison. Croll's battalion
reached the fort. Capt. Dorey, leading
the first wauve, not obsoerving Nicony'#
| men, took the initiative in going be-
yond the fort and through it instemd
L of golng around, Intending 10 profit by
1”'0‘ shock of the frst amsaull on the
Germana and not permit them o res
organize fractions of Freach

troops thus passed through the super-

structure of the ruined fort and con-
tinued theler advance beyond it Then

Nicoluy's nien (id their work
L Far more than o month Nicolay's
battiulion knew It had been selectod for

thi= mixslon, « men thought of

nuthing ol=e The battalion oceupled

t unigue position in the army of Ver-
Land oMeers

Several

N because of thia el
men felt 1L Each man Knew Vit
h was tedl of him, but I
rendized that he wis & ¢og in the great
wheel,  ‘There was anly one will, the

mu LAA Ll

d vt fulfil the task entrustod to
the bt tiHon

At the hotir sot  Nivolay's troops
were marching, The mud olung to 1)
soldlors’ boote, hot thelr gait war not
stackensd,  The for wot thicker amd
thicker An error in direction==probe.
whiy duer to the fact that the olicer
ilding the compnss had it oloxo to his

revolver- hrought the battalion almost
parntiel to the Thinamont-Dansumont
creat. There was n slight hesititlon
It w nf virtal (my tnee, he ee this
|'~\' L LTI SEMPY WOl ot and ot "
|r R AT Pyt e f othe fort 1 f
froi] nnd two EJernian iy
:- Iva nEe toward ¢ ¥
i""’ Y Doy t oand (ryins
1 TRt
T theee ¢ T & of Frot
— 2 | IDMavinumpont sed gl an n -
talr When 1! tallon arrlved 51
the fort, when the men rond BETLINT,
[ wWas nlit to Buppe il Wit ‘
fort of rellglous respeot, t o7
thoee Hifntiy regianout “The Co- \.“M“ T o thut of Comanpndant
| | Vit v, smibi -_..‘_.'\" olay, refers o this extraordinary
t (5 | e whicli the struge i | perliaps untguse i histary, of th
going on.  To the sast wam seen the | fonauerar Gy front of i ol
Lattalion of chasscurs olimbing the “Pragging thelr feot out of the n
ipes of  Cuillerd Winad  ntl (e | e writes, “the Coloninls dashed for
FausseTote, while an  internnnble wiard to take advantange of their
Rray oolutin of priscotiors Wl n tion,  Naot I‘ shell wins falling i
Hp the g W from Chambitons towal I"'"" SWI LATONLEY, B EA thers 1o stop
Fieury Bavh soldier; moved Byt Ir rash e Boche lurrage w
wighits inoiwed ut his neighibor, senreeiy | AL Ly t the shells wers falling oy

bBelleving Ms eves, and when the cap-
tura of Dousumont was confirmed 1t
| Was an unforgettable moment.”

P The other batialions of clinsseurs on
the extreme right was not
iant, “Nothing.* says one of the of-
"ficlal reports, “could stop thelr prog-
rees, the demonstration of a powerful
ind  tenncious will. All these men
whoss combined eneregy wans directsl
ngningt the cnemy seemed to e one

fvss brill-

«hind, In the Vignes ravine
1 It wans closa to 8 o'vloek: Dores's’

detnechment had entered the fort with-|

nut striking a blow, It was In position
southiwest of the towers, neither fiping
nor heing mtbie ked,

| "1t wus

1

Heally the flehting formation srranzod
by the commuanders, The Boches wori
leertainly on the alert. It was neoos
teary (o atiack them ot the enrijest

| ppossible moment, before they were 44

powerful organism whicth was tryving
out Its strongth an) hecoming '..“.llll'r|‘l'|il-|' froun the frst shock
R S A T TP | *"Undier the low fving Proneh aoero-
O tho e treme FiEhL of the Paasagn | TTRNe With the teliolor o full vicow
Aivision. the th regiment, In thuch “irchng nver the it the luictal
with 1 Lartdemelle divigion, wis ATl (e I the diteh fn Hne of coliimins 1
dered to take the Vaux-Chapiten woad, | thons, comimpiders o the ol ot
west of the Fontalines ravine,  Hoere fa f VI RWREIT A G aE II‘" rarnpanrt
the stofy of this exXploit toll by the (300 e FRIDEHES e mon, Wy
commuander of one of the la-'-:nn--.':'.--". F Inta theiyawning mouttis ot thy
witld'h towdds part in it I'.,”.:“'.:l.- B AN RIULIE SHoRiE. Lof =
“Intoxicatod with the feellng of con- | "' I"II:'f WEE RESIE ay Ui dnter
Hidemes o thelr own power impartsd il Joikh ",'.' Y, ‘ \
1o thet by the Intensity of the arth | .d‘ chines Which bad et
lery fro of our battories for several {5 B O 0
duys o whneh the cneiny { mnde | FMEL Marviliously rovovors
only o ook rejeys the  maer :'H‘lI R R L0 ST ) L B )
patlently gwiited the declsly MRLT || ey ihonkos) DML . 1
L1 10 AV L R e | Battilion Wil who bl el it
| tered the soldlers goaine ot the thick tottn: of Tha gl (o Ll
& whieh Bl low pyite. § = o AN, poeRaltesd | ksl oo it 1 lee
w il they  wepre L oo oy |20 Ehe o il w RN 10
I.---i'.l Mot e bovand fifteon j nse b i vl il unforget
front of thent 11 wan only aftep e | 5E0Ie hefons Him Vit itk ol
| bt he thit they anderstomt the utiiny W the guns W wers JJust bhegis
ol thit curtialn of for whieh mashed | BE LCO B mn CURLEE A ST PO
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sulted in the reeapture of Douaumol

Fort, the Lardemelle division, on the
extreme rlght of the attacking forees,
had tn be content with reaching M8
first oblwtive in (ront of Fort Vamx.
It hud earried the Damloup battedy,
the Ealillere and the little Depot, Bt
there wore groater obstacles in the way
which necessituted a heavier artillery
preparation than had been undertake,

Thess obaticles were swept aaide,
however, little by lttle, between Octos
her 24 und November 1, when Ands
later's division took up the positions
won hy Lardemelle’n men.,  The iatter
were then relleved and the task of ase
snulting Fort Vaux wae entrusied
the fresh troops

A German offieer, eaptured on Octo=
bor 24, wis stupeflod for a moment
when lie learned that the French had
captured Dounumont. He recovered
hig  equankmity, however, and o=
marked:

“Yon have taken Douaumont, but
you will never tnke Vaux."

Nesiewed by the Germans on March
A0 the frest delve of the Crown Prines,
Port Vaux had held out until June T.
It reslsted all efforts of the Germans
for thres monthe, and even when the
heslogers were in (mmenss strength
on three sides of the place Commands
unt Raynal hix herolo garrison
helil st for ®ix more days, Judging
by the offorts puat forth by the Gers
many 1o captiure this position It repe
resented for them an objective of the

st importance in the ndvance agatist

Verdun 1t dominntes the Woewre

Forest nnd enabled the Germans, onee

they were in possession of the fort, 80
|

utilize thoe | IFomin and Horgne
puvites to mask the movements of
Lo I's guns eovered  TAavannes
apd Souvilie forts

While the Luildings nnd works acts

ally comprisitg the Viaux fort were -
moxt in ruing from the French bome
baedmment, he Germuanys had organised
notrenie ndionsly e iine of defanocs
I advivn © of the position, Tn the fipst
Lo was o trench extonding from the
Nes e Souville to the southern slopes
ul L Vialley,  About half s
mile bbb this line wos @ second liae
sturting from the opening of the Fen-
i extending to the wil-
S Pmloup, Detween thess 1mes
woar o thind worles of non-continuous

lorming points of suppeort.
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boogre

Moreover every shell hole amd crater
wis organized Into a field work. The
miin trenetin s were linked by
“hoyaux ™

The Lardemelle divigien was cofli-

piverd cavnned troope, formed for
the most piart of men from the Dag-
rhi Havey and Bugev, who were ae-
apited winh the gronand through haws
na ipted it during the month of
Seprember and the heginning of Octo-
o, Wihen the groat offonsive wWas
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